
 

CSL BACKED INTERNSHIPS HELP BOOST 
UNDERGRADUATE JOB-READINESS 

 

Today, at the annual UROP Conference in Melbourne, BioMedVic announced the recipients of 
the inaugural CSL UROP stipends. The nine Victorian undergraduates, who are among the 
intake of 23 UROP scholars welcomed as new participants in the program today, are the first 
beneficiaries of CSL’s increased commitment as Principal Sponsor of UROP. 

The Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) is a highly regarded scheme that 
contributes to workforce development across the health and biomedical research sector.  Unique 
by virtue of being a paid employment program, Biomedical Research Victoria is proud to have 
helped more than 580 students gain UROP jobs since 2004. 

Earlier this year CSL announced that it would increase its commitment as Principal Sponsor of 
UROP with the award of stipends worth more than $50,000 in total to support the placement of 
undergraduate students in research projects. “We understand the importance of fostering the 
next generation of leading biomedical researchers. This is why we continue to support UROP 
and the efforts of Biomedical Research Victoria to create invaluable career paths for biomedical 
researchers”, says Dr Andrew Nash, Senior Vice President of Research, CSL. 

The 2016 CSL UROP stipend recipients are: 

Liah Clarke who will undertake her UROP work with Ashley Buckle at Monash University; 

Nicholas McKenzie working with Chen Davidovich at Monash University; 

Jack Qian working with Sam John at the University of Melbourne; 

Sam MacIntyre working with Janet Newman at CSIRO; 

Jack Alexandrovics working with Sophie Payne at the Bionics Institute; 



Catherine McIntyre working with Normand Pouliot at Olivia Newton John Cancer Research 
Institute; 

Yana Resosudarno working with Anthony Purcell at Monash University; 

Alex Tokolyi working with Mirana Ramialison at the Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute; 
and 

Scott Gigante working with Chris Woodruff at the Walter & Eliza Hall Institute

 

 

BioMedVic Scorecard 

 

 

 

BioMedVic and AusBiotech were pleased to launch Innovation Connect: a thought leader 

series bridging research and industry on Tuesday 21 June in Melbourne. 

The first event in the series, “Accelerating Innovation: Browse, connect & engage with Victoria’s 

world-class research infrastructure”, featured the Victorian Platform Technologies Network 

(VPTN). This highly successful, sold out event hosted both industry and academia, and featured 



three case studies from facility and industry partners on how connecting with VPTN, Australia’s 

largest network of publicly-funded facilities, advances innovation in biotechnology: 

 Accelerating product development for scientific & medical analysis 

Dr Andrew Gooley – Chief Scientific Officer, Trajan Scientific and Dr Caroline Laverty – Manager 

at MATF, a VPTN member facility 

 

 Collaborating on advanced 3D printed titanium surgical implants 

Robert Thomson – Technology & Production Manager, Anatomics and Dr Leon Prentice – Group 

Leader at CSIRO, a VPTN member facility 

 

 Preventing neurodegenerative disease progression 

Colin Masters – Laureate Professor, The University of Melbourne; Dr Jack Parsons – Principal 

Scientist, Prana Biotechnology and Dr Nicholas Williamson – Facility Manager, Bio21 Institute, a 

VPTN member facility 

The presentations were followed by a lively networking session where researchers and industry 

participants engaged over canapés and drinks. 

 

BOOTCAMP FOR RESEARCH INNOVATION 

 

Victorian medical researchers are set to receive a leg-up on their path to clinical and commercial 
success. 

Cancer Therapeutics CRC (CTx), in partnership with BioMedvic, will deliver the STEMM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths and Medicine) Bootcamp – a training program 
designed to help early career medical researchers translate their discoveries. The Honourary 
Philip Dalidakis, Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade, launched the program in 
June. 

STEMM Bootcamp builds on the successful Molecules to Medicine (M2M) Program, curated by 
CTx, as an online and in-person skill development program. Participating researchers undertake 
short, intensive education modules and activities designed to build strength, competency and 
connections in research translation and commercialisation. 

Following the launch, the program was kicked off with a co-design workshop, facilitated by PwC 
Indigenous Consulting. The workshop brought together key stakeholders from research and 
industry and crystallised key elements and the core skills required for research translation and 
commercialisation. 



The overwhelming energy and success of the co-design workshop gave us a clear direction for 
the future of STEMM Bootcamp. 

And if the program has piqued your interest, stay tuned – we will be recruiting for participants in 
August. 

  

  

 

Victorian Platform Technology Network 
Connecting Researchers & Industry with Australia’s largest network of open access 

facilities 
 

  

Explore VPTN’s facility networkplatformtechnologies.org 

 

PlatformConnect: Post your project and we’ll connect you 

with the right facilities 

Platformtechnologies.org/platformconnect/ 

 

ARIN: Facility booking tool arin.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

BioMedVic Events Diary 
If you haven't yet subscribed to our weekly Events Diary, sign up and check out what our Members 

and others are up to at www.biomedvic.org.au/events  

http://platformtechnologies.org/
http://www.platformtechnologies.org/platformconnect/
http://arin.org.au/
http://www.biomedvic.org.au/events


 

Stay in touch with BioMedVic 

 

https://twitter.com/BioMedVic
http://www.biomedvic.org.au/
http://biomedvic.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f9ff352267e7b48123dfb1005&id=2b3e4163fe
https://twitter.com/biomedvicceo

