
 

The bottom line that’s top of mind … 
Determining how and on what the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) will be spent is 
the sort of thing we all dream of as scientists. What would we do with that sort of money, 
which areas of medical research need it, where could the most benefit be gained? Can you 
imagine the pressure members of the Australian Medical Research Advisory Board must 
be feeling?  

Everyone in the sector has their own relationship to health and medical research and 
research translation. Naturally we all think the area we have chosen as our life’s work is the 
most important, the one most likely to eventually bring better health to people. Scientists 
working at the bench in a university or medical research institute are as keen to see their 
area of research supported just as much as the clinician researcher wants their health 
service or clinical trial research to expand and succeed. 

The Advisory Board’s task to determine the Strategy and Priorities for funding under the 
MRFF is being informed by the consultation in progress across the sector.  Written 
submissions are being accepted until 6 June 2016.  If you would like your organisations 
views on the MRFF strategies and priorities included in BioMedVic’s submission, contact 
me as soon as possible.   

Tapping into the insights and opinions of early career researchers about priorities and the 
barriers and enablers to research is certainly one of the drivers for BioMedVic’s Researcher 
in Residence program.  We are appreciative of and delighted by the level of engagement 
shown by our parliamentary partners in the current round, the Honourable Mary 
Wooldridge, Frank McGuire and Kim Carr; I’m sure that you will enjoy reading more about 
one placement elsewhere in this newsletter.   

Celebrating and recognising health and medical researchers and their myriad 
contributions to the global body of knowledge and to the health and wealth of society can 
never be overdone.  Later today, the winner of the prestigious Victorian Premier’s Award 
for Health and Medical Research will be announced at a reception at Government House.    

Leaders in life science research and innovation are also being invited to apply for the 
prestigious 2016 Victoria Prize for Science and Innovation as well as the 2016 Victoria 
Fellowships.  

https://consultations.health.gov.au/research-data-and-evaluation-division/mrff
mailto:jan.tennent@biomedvic.org.au
mailto:jan.tennent@biomedvic.org.au
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/fellowships-to-drive-science-and-innovation-in-victoria-2/


Nominations from high-calibre mid-career clinicians and researchers are also being called 
for the 36th GSK Award for Research Excellence.  An independent research grant valued 
at $80,000 (tax free) is on offer: more information is available here.    

Today also marks the opening of applications for the CSL Centenary Fellowships for senior 
medical researchers (4-10 years post-doctoral experience).  Paying tribute to its origins of 
100 years ago and promising that it’s “just getting started”, CSL will award two individual 
5-year $1.25 million fellowships each calendar year in a generous demonstration of its 
commitment to fostering excellence in Australian medical research.  BioMedVic is proud to 
partner with CSL to deliver our flagship UROP@BioMedVic skills development program 
and we add our warmest congratulations to all at CSL on reaching this extraordinary 
milestone.   

Finally I take this opportunity to acknowledge National Reconciliation Week 2016, 27 May 
– 3 June. “Reconciliation is at the heart of our nation’s future.  Make it a part of your future 
too.” 

Jan Tennent  
CEO, BioMedVic 
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VCRN Event: Mentoring for Clinician Researchers 

Supporting medical, nursing & allied health 
Are you seeking support and guidance from an experienced senior or peer clinician 
researcher? Do you want to grow your research career & networks? 

Come to the VCRN Event, Mentoring for Clinician Researchers, to learn about the 
importance of mentoring for clinician researchers and how to foster a successful 
mentoring relationship. 

http://au.gsk.com/en-au/research/gsk-award-for-research-excellence/apply-for-the-2016-are/
http://www.csl.com.au/docs/109/112/CSL-Centenary-Fellowships_Applicants-Employers-Info.pdf
https://www.csl100.com.au/
http://biomedvic.org.au/urop/
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/what-is-nrw/


Topics covered at this event will include: how to find a good mentor; getting the most out 
of mentoring; and lessons learnt as a mentor/mentee.  

Date: 
Thursday 16 June 2016, 6.00pm-8.00pm 

Venue: 
Auditorium, Melbourne Brain Centre 
30 Royal Parade, Parkville, VIC 

Registration & Cost: 
Register here by Monday 13 June 
Cost $10 incl. GST paid at time of registration. 

Program: 
6.00pm Registration & Networking over Drinks & Canapes 
7.00pm Presentation Commences 
7.40pm Q&A Panel 

Speakers 
Professor Louise Harms 

Associate Dean (Equity, Diversity and Staff Development), Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences (MDHS); 
Deputy Head, Department of Social Work; 
Head of Faculty of MDHS staff mentoring program; 
The University of Melbourne 

 
 

Professor Euan Wallace 
Head, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Monash University 
Director, Obstetric Services, Monash Health 
VCRN Career Recognition Award Winner 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UROP Scholars in Data Sequencing Publications 

Biomedical Research Victoria is proud to announce that two of its 
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) scholars 
have seen the fruits of UROP participation, in a new research 
paper published this month. 

A new tool is available to researchers which can help speed up 
and improve their analysis of piles of next generation sequencing 

http://biomedvic.org.au/symposium/vcrn-event-mentoring-for-clinician-researchers/


data. The UNDR ROVER technology has been published this month BMC 
Bioinformatics*. This fast and accurate variant caller for targeted DNA sequencing was 
created at the Victorian Government funded Victorian Life Sciences Computation Initiative 
(VLSCI) by Dr Daniel J. Park; Mr Roger Li, Mr Edmund Lau, Dr Peter Georgeson, Dr Tú 
Nguyen-Dumont and Dr Bernard J. Pope, all based at the University of Melbourne. 

Messrs Li and Lau are two Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program Scholars. The 
Biomedical Research Victoria program was designed specifically for this purpose – to 
place undergraduates with research groups, in paid employment, so that they can learn – 
and contribute – to cutting edge Victorian research. 

Dr Bernard Pope, Project Leader and Lead Bioinformatician, Cancer and Clinical Genomics 
at VLSCI, said the project also gave the students the opportunity to be employed through 
BioMedVic’s UROP. “Roger Li was a key contributor to this project and I am very pleased 
for him that he is now a published author so early in his career,” said Dr Pope. Roger is 
now working on his Masters in Software Engineering at the University of Melbourne and it 
was his innate talent as well as his developing mathematical skills which contributed to 
UNDR ROVER. 

Associate Professor Jan Tennent, CEO of Biomedical Research Victoria congratulated 
both UROP scholars on their publication. “This is exactly what UROP is about. Helping 
early-stage students gain access to working in some of Victoria’s best labs. 
Congratulations to Edmund and Roger on this milestone in what will likely be many more 
publications,” she said. 

 

 

AusBiotech and Biomedical Research Victoria (BioMedVic) are pleased to 
launch Innovation Connect: a thought leader series bridging research and 
industry. 
Innovation Connect is series of thought-leader events to be held in Victoria, to facilitate 
and encourage engagement between researchers and industry. The event series will 
feature topics of mutual interest. 

The first event, ‘Accelerating Innovation: Browse, connect & engage with Victoria’s 
world-class research infrastructure,’ will feature the Victorian Platform Technologies 
Network (VPTN) and demonstrate the sophisticated research infrastructure and expertise 
available to industry.  The event will include a brief on the available research infrastructure 
and expertise, as well as case studies from industry to illustrate the impact and benefits of 
linking with the VPTN. Discussions will continue and new innovation connections will be 
forged over networking drinks. 

http://bjpop.github.io/undr_rover/
http://bmcbioinformatics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12859-016-1014-9
http://bmcbioinformatics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12859-016-1014-9


When: Tuesday, 21st June 2016 
4:00pm registration 
4:15 - 5:00pm presentations 
5:00 – 6:00pm networking 

Where: Monash Conference Centre, Seminar rooms 2 & 3, Level 7, 30 Collins St, Melbourne 

Price: Free 

RSVP: Thursday, 16th June 2016 

To find out more call 03 8344 2802 or visit the VPTN website. 

Register Now >> 

 
Victorian Platform Technology Network (VPTN) 

Connecting Researchers & Industry with Australia’s largest 
network of open access facilities  

Explore VPTN’s facility network 
platformtechnologies.org 

PlatformConnect: Post your 
project and we’ll connect you 
with the right facilities 
Platformtechnologies.org/platf
ormconnect/ 

ARIN: Facility booking tool 
arin.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Touching base with our Researcher in Residence: Life inside 
#Spring St 

Monash University’s Dr Kelly-Ann Bowles is half way through her internship with the 
Shadow Minister for Health in the Victorian Parliament, Mary Wooldridge. According to Dr 

http://www.platformtechnologies.org/events/accelerating-innovation-browse-connect-engage-with-victorias-world-class-research-infrastructure/


Bowles, her participation in Ms Wooldridge’s electorate and parliament offices has been 
incredibly exciting since she started at the beginning of May. 

“This has been an amazing opportunity.  It is sometimes the more 
informal chats over lunch, discussing the similarities between political 
life and research life, that have added to the experience. A number of 

Mary's staff have been with her for years and their experience and 
passion is amazing.” – Dr Kelly Bowles     

So far, Kelly has accompanied Ms Wooldridge on a road trip to Lorne speaking with rural 
doctors at the Rural Doctor’s Association of Victoria meeting, met with the CEO of Lorne 
Community Hospital and the CEO and Director of the Hesse Rural Health in Winchelsea.   

In a world far removed from her normal role Dr Bowles has also attended public accounts 
and estimates committee sessions on health and paramedic services at Parliament House 
(which included lunch in the members area of Parliament House); written a response to a 
bill that allowed us to highlight the quality of health and medical research in Victoria and 
learnt how to search hansard notes to look at discussions in parliament over the years, she 
said. 

Dr Bowles has, importantly, organised a roundtable meeting to discuss the future direction 
of health and medical research in Victoria.  At the roundtable, held at Parliament House on 
Monday May 30, researchers from a diverse range of backgrounds and career levels came 
together to discuss questions about how to shape the future of health and medical 
research in Victoria.  The aim of this mutual exchange of ideas was to promote future 
policy development from a much more informed position.  The setting of parliament house 
really added to the event with attendees commenting on the success of the discussions 
and their hope of similar events to come in the future.  

“I believe that this is an amazing initiative. Not only does it give insight 
to researchers but it also helps the parliamentarian gain a little more 
information with a slightly different perspective.” – Dr Kelly Bowles    

CEO of Biomedical Research Victoria, Associate Professor Jan Tennent said “Kelly is not 
just learning about how politics operates she has a chance to be actively involved in the 
policy development process. A mutually beneficial result for both the parliamentarian and 
the medical researcher.”  

 

BioMedVic Events Diary 
If you haven't yet subscribed to our weekly Events Diary, sign up and check out what our 
Members and others are up to at www.biomedvic.org.au/events  

 

http://www.biomedvic.org.au/events


 

Stay in touch with BioMedVic 

 

https://twitter.com/BioMedVic
http://www.biomedvic.org.au/
http://biomedvic.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f9ff352267e7b48123dfb1005&id=2b3e4163fe
https://twitter.com/biomedvicceo
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